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Abstract
[This section provides a concise summary of the purpose of the study, methodology used, key results or findings, and the implications of the research. The abstract must be a single paragraph without citations.] (250–300 words, Times New Roman, 10 pt, single-spaced, left-aligned, single paragraph without citations)

Background. [Provide context on the research problem, e.g., prevalence of diagnostic errors in clinical labs in the Philippines.]
Methods. [Briefly describe design, sample, data collection, and analysis, e.g., mixed-methods study with 150 MLS professionals surveyed via validated questionnaire.]
Results. [Summarize key findings, e.g., 72% reported gaps in quality assurance training; thematic analysis revealed three barriers.]
Conclusion. (with Recommendations/ Implications) [State implications and actionable insights, e.g., integrate simulation-based training in MT curricula to enhance accreditation compliance.]

Keywords: medical laboratory science, curriculum development, quality assurance, accreditation, metasynthesis (Italicized, not bold; 5–7 terms, alphabetical order preferred)
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Research Highlights
What is the current knowledge? (3–5 bullet points, concise, evidence-based)
· Existing MT curricula emphasize technical skills but undervalue quality management per CHED CMO No. 14 s. 2017.
· Prior studies link lab errors to inadequate training, with error rates up to 15% in Philippine settings.
· Accreditation bodies like PACUCOA require outcomes-based integration of research competencies.
· .
· .

What is new in this study? (3–5 bullet points, highlighting novelty)
· First metasynthesis of MLS training gaps using Philippine regulatory frameworks.
· Novel rubric for evaluating simulation efficacy in licensure prep.
· Evidence-based recommendations for PACUCOA-aligned curriculum reforms.
· .













INTRODUCTION 
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

This section establishes the study's foundation: background, problem statement, rationale, significance (theoretical/practical/policy), and objectives/research questions. Limit to 1–2 pages; cite 10–15 recent sources (post-2018 preferred). End with a clear roadmap. (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)


LITERATURE REVIEW 
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

This section discusses updated scholarly literature related to the topic. It presents theories, concepts, and empirical studies that support the study. It also identifies research gaps that the current study addresses. The review should be organized thematically or conceptually. 

Synthesize 20–30 peer-reviewed sources thematically (e.g., by theory, chronology, or gap). Use frameworks for transparency. Critically analyze gaps your study fills. Organize with subheaders if >1 page (e.g., ### Theoretical Foundations).  (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)



METHODOLOGY
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

This section describes the research design, participants or data sources, instruments, procedures, and data analysis methods. It must also include the description in the use of AI in the research process, ethical considerations, such as ethics approval and informed consent, if applicable. (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)


Design
[Specify paradigm and type, e.g., "Convergent parallel mixed-methods design per Creswell & Plano Clark (2018), combining survey (quantitative) and focus groups (qualitative)."]

Environment/ Locale
[Describe the geographical and temporal context of the setting of the study. e.g. "Conducted in PACUCOA-accredited Medical Technology programs across Region VII, Central Visayas (Cebu, Negros Oriental, Bohol; n=12 institutions), Philippines, from April–August 2025. Urban/rural mix (70%/30%); online platforms (Zoom/Google Forms) due to CHED hybrid learning mandates."]

Participants / Data Sources
[Describe sampling, e.g., "Purposive sample of 150 MT faculty from PACUCOA-accredited programs in Region VII (n=100) and students (n=50); inclusion: ≥2 years experience." Power analysis if quantitative.]

Instruments
[Detail name and source of instruments, number of categories and items with the scoring and interpretation as well as the psychometric properties- validity/reliability, e.g., "Validated MLS Competency Scale adapted from ….  (Cronbach's α=0.92); semi-structured interview guide piloted with 10 experts."]

[bookmark: _Hlk221034407]Data Collection Procedure
[Timeline and steps, e.g., "Online surveys via Google Forms (April–June 2025); Zoom FGDs recorded with consent."]

[bookmark: _Hlk221034429]Data Analysis
[Methods with software, e.g., "SPSS v.27 for descriptives/inferentials; Braun & Clarke thematic analysis for qual; joint display for integration."]

Ethical Considerations
[Discuss important elements that were considered in ensuring the ethical soundness of the paper]


[bookmark: _Hlk221034451]RESULTS 
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

Report findings objectively, clearly and logically based on the study objectives- no interpretation. Embed ≤5 tables/figures (APA format: above table/figure, title bold, notes below). Number sequentially (Table 1, Figure 1). (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)


Table 1.

Title of the Table
(Insert table here)

Figure 1.

Title of the Figure
(Insert figure here; Notes below)



[bookmark: _Hlk221034632]DISCUSSION
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

Interpret the findings in relation to existing literature. Explain what the results mean, and how they compare with prior studies. Discuss limitations (e.g., regional bias), strengths, and contributions to the field. Highlight the implications of the results. (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)



[bookmark: _Hlk221034660]CONCLUSION
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

This section summarizes the major insights of the study and answer to the main objective of the study. (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)


[bookmark: _Hlk221034668]RECOMMENDATIONS 
(CENTERED TITLE, 12 PT, ALL CAPITAL, BOLD)

This section provides practical, theoretical, or policy recommendations based on the findings. Suggest directions for future research. (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single spaced)
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List of Abbreviations
Examples:
GDM – Gestational Diabetes Mellitus
BMI – Body Mass Index
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APPENDICES (IF NEEDED; NUMBERED APPENDIX A, B; PLACED AFTER REFERENCES)

Appendix A 
Survey Questionnaire
[Full instrument; consent form.]

Appendix B
Interview Guide and Thematic Codebook
[Details for transparency.]

Appendix C
Ethics Clearance

Others


SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS (Separate files)
· Supplementary Table S1: Extended Demographics (Excel).
· Supplementary Figure S2: PRISMA Flow Diagram (PNG).
· Protocol: Full Study Protocol v1.0 (PDF).
· Dataset: Anonymized SPSS File (upon acceptance) and qualitative transcriptions (upon acceptance; fully de-identified per ethical guidelines).
· Video Abstract: 2-min summary (MP4, optional).
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